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LIBERTY IS IN 


by 


John Middleton Murry 


MM” “ of those who are conscious of what is happening to the 
social system of this country under the stress of war are 
a little dubious when they hear that the war is being 


fought for democracy. 
and pacifists alike. 


Both alike are aware that 
many of the fundamental prin- 
ciples and practices of British 
democracy have been sadly 
whittled away. 


For British democracy is not based 
on the principle that the voice of the 
people is the voice of God. Much 
more fundamental to it than a belief 
in the wisdom of a temporary elect- 
oral majority, is the acknowledgment 
that the British citizen has certain 
basic rights, known as the liberties of 
the subject. 

For example, if he is charged with 
an offence against the law, he is en- 
titled to fair trial on a specific indict- 
ment. To secure this liberty is the 
megning and intention of the historic 
writ of Habeas Corpus. Today that 
writ is virtually inoperative. Mr. 
Herbert Morrison has the power, and 
is today exercising the power, of 
keeping a number of men imprisoned 
indefinitely without being compelled 
to show cause before a court of law. 


On these liberties of the subject 
democracy depends. For on them de- 
pends the possibility of resisting the 
attempt, which will always be tempt- 
ing to a powerful government, to blur 
the distinction between sedition and 
opposition. Sedition consists in the 
effort to overthrow the constituted 
government of a country by violence. 
That is totally different from open 
and unsparing criticism of the govern- 
ment, however unpopular such criti- 
cism may be, and from the effort to 
change men’s opinion of the govern- 
ment so that they may replace it by 
anceser. Not merely is this legiti- 
mate opposition, with no breath of 
sedition about it, but the liberty 
openly to pursue such opposition is 
absolutely vital to democracy. 

Once give the government power to 
keep a man imprisoned without having 
to show cause before a court of law, 
and the distinction between sedition 
and opposition is lost. The vital dis- 
crimination is left to a single man 
who, for all we know, is insensitive to 
the necessity of the discrimination. 

These arbitrary powers were con- 
ferred upon the Government by the 
Defence Regulations. Now, Mr. 
Morrison has advanced a _ further 
stage along the stage of arbitrary 
power by claiming the power to for- 
bid a Member of Parliament to travel 
about the country to investigate a 
ease of such arbitrary detention. 


Challenge to Commons 


A vital British liberty is threatened, 
and if the Minister for Home Security 
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This dubiety is shared by non-pacifists 


—the office itself sounds ominous in 
a sensitive British ear—has his way, 
the Commons House of Parliament, 
which is the historic guardian of 
British liberties, would be deprived of 
its power to investigate and protest. 

The War Cabinet, which is said to 
be supporting Mr. Morrison in this 
attitude, makes a great parade of 
democracy, and says in effect to the 
Commons: “If you don’t like the way 
in which we administer the Defence 
Regulations, which you passed, you 
have a simple remedy—go into the 
lobby against us and turn us out.” 
If the House of Commons had the 
courage and the sense of principle 
necessary to give substance to the 
claim that this war is being fought to 
defend democracy, it would take the 
Government at its word and turn it 
out. 

Nothing very frightful would hap- 
pen, even by the scale of values of the 
most convinced supporter of the war. 
If he believes that Mr. Churchill is a 
divinely appointed war-leader of the 
nation, he can have Mr. Churchill 
back again. If he admires the way 
in which Mr. Morrison organizes the 
home defence services, he can have 
Mr. Morrison back again. To turn 
out the Government, by the time- 
honoured means of passing a vote of 
no confidence in it, does not in the 
least prevent the Government from 
taking office again, provided it is pre- 
pared to mend its ways. And the 
ways of this Government badly need 


mending. 
Blind Faith 
But, of course, the defeat of the 


Government is at present unthinkable. 
The British people have to believe in 
somebody; and at present they be- 
lieve in Mr. Churchill. And Mr. 
Churchill’s government partakes of 
his infallibility. 

Nobody believes it is a good govern- 
ment; or that its members are more 
than an average selection of a medi- 
ocre parliament elected six or seven 
years ago on issues which had nothing 
whatever to do with the prodigious 
issues at debate in this war. But the 
British people have to believe in some- 
thing; and there is nothing else to be- 
lieve in. 

Under the shadow of this blind and 
misplaced confidence the British 
people is being politely blackmailed 
out of its liberties. The House of 
Commons dares not offer a substantial 
challenge to the subtle and constant 
extension of arbitary power. After 
all, it is the same House of Commons 
which, in a moment of panic, passed 
the Defence Regulations. It put into 
the hands of the Government the in- 
strument by which our liberties are 
taken away. 

But it is really high time that some- 
one in authority in Britain—and what 
authority have we higher than the 
High Court of Parliament?—had the 
grace to say: “We have made a mis- 
take; we have done wrong!” The 
Commons might begin the overdue 
movement of contrition and repent- 
ance—and in its own interests as 
much as ours. 


New Defence of Democracy 


For there is a very real danger 
ahead that, if Parliament is too timid 
to defend the liberties on which the 
effectiveness of its own authority 
really depends, people will begin to 
wonder whether Parliament is any 
use to them at all. They may dis- 


cover that it is possible to have all the 
glory of being governed by Mr. 
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Churchill and Mr. Morrison without 
going to the trouble and expense of 
having a Parliament to admire and 
cheer them. If the chief visible func- 
tion of Parliament is to supply the 
second-class material whence a dic- 
tatorial government may be recruited, 
why not choose a quicker way? 


This sense that the House of Com- 
mons, by reason of its composition, its 
blunted sense of principle, and its 
lack of courage, is failing in its task 
of defending liberty, is one of the 
chief reasons why more and more 
minds are turning towards the idea 
of a different defence of democracy al- 
together. It is only too probable, 
judging by recent developments, that 
Parliament may become the uncritical 
claque of the central government. The 
absence of a real Opposition and the 
evident inability to create one, are 
ominous: for the Commons cannot re- 
tain its vitality without an Opposition. 


If a real Opposition cannot be 
formed to defend the liberties of the 
subject at a time when those liberties 
are incessantly threatened, it looks 
as though they will have to be de- 
fended by other means and other in- 
struments. Hence the anxious hope 
with which men of good will—for in- 
stance, Mr. J. B. Priestley and Mr. G. 
D. H. Cole—are beginning to look to- 
wards the new local groupings which 
are being formed under the stress of 
waz. 


Here is a fruitful field in which the 
pacifist and the non-pacifist can hon- 
ourably collaborate. |The more au- 
tonomous local groupings there are 
which can fend for themselves inde- 
pendent of the State, the more likely 
is it that the exaggerated powers of 
the State, condoned by Parliament, 
can eventually be curbed and con- 
trolled. Men are learning the lesson 
that democracy cannot be left to 
others to look after. They must de- 
fend it themselves. In so defending 
it they may create it anew. 


COMMENTARY 


PEACE 


I mportant Speech 
by President 


RESIDENT Inonu’s refer- 

ence to peace at the opening 

of the Turkish Parliament 

on Nov. 1, says the Daily Mail 

Ankara correspondent, “is re- 

garded. by many observers as the 

most important part of his 
speech.” 
He said: 


Turkey would feel the greatest joy if she 
should become one day the source of the 
peace longed for by, and so necessary to, 
the whole world. 

Coming from the Turkish Presi- 
dent, these words are significant. His 
is the most powerful neutral country 
in Europe, and it occupies a key 
position in the existing strategical 
situation. 

And it is, perhaps, equally signifi- 
cant that the British press is inclined 
to smother what 1s, in effect, an offer 
of mediation. The Times interprets 
the words as “an academic wish 
prompted by humanitarian motives 
rather than a_ definite offer of 
mediation ”; while the Daily Mail 
suggests that Turkey’s declaration of 
her readiness to act as a peace-instru- 
ment is intended to discourage Ger- 
man aggression against her, since 
Germany may need her services as a 
mediator. 


However, the plain fact is that 
Turkey is anxious to act as a peace 
mediator; and Turkey is a _ very 
important nation nowadays, 


FOOD FOR FRANCE 


Mr. Cordell Hull confirmed on Nov. 3, that, 
by agreement with Britain, an American vessel 
would leave for Unoccupied France with 
£250,000 worth of concentrated milk, medi- 
cines, and vitamins for children when the 
necessary safe-conduct assurances had been 
given by Germany and Italy. : 


Edited by “Observer” 


Church Warns State—in 
Germany 


REMARKABLE sermon 


: preached by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Munster on July 13 appears 
in the New Statesman (Nov. 1). It 
is an outspoken indictment of the 
Gestapo. 

The right to life, the right to inviolability 
and to liberty is an indispensible part of 
every moralysocial order. The State has, of 
course, the wuthority to restrict the rights 
of its citizen) by way of punishment; but 
the State has this authority only as far as 


lawbreakers ar: concerned, whose guilt must 
be established by an impartial court of just- 
ice. Any State which oversteps this divinely 
imposed limit and permits or causes the 
punishment of innocent men undermines its 
own authority.... I cry aloud: We demand 
justice. If this cry remains unheard and 
unheeded, our German nation and country 
will, despite the heroism of our soldiers and 
their glorious victories, perish from inner 
corruption. 


A noble utterance! But why have 
we nothing comparable coming from 
Russia? Is it because even so much 
“liberty of prophesying” does not exist 
there? Why does this same New 
Statesman speak of the Nazis alone 
as guilty of systematic terrorism? 

The Nazis believe in terrorism as a nor- 
ma] means of government—which is a good 
example of the way they differ from other 
people. Every country commits horrors in 
the necessity of war; the Nazis used the 
weapon of mass murder, or communal! re- 
sponsibility, to use the less euphemistic 
phrase (sic), when no plea of military neces- 
sity was possible. 


Satan v. Satan 


[HE fact is that the Bolsheviks an- 
ticipated them in this by a dozen 


years; and that the Stalin Govern- 
ment has been guilty of mass-murder 
on a scale which outsoars that of the 
Nazis. Here is a statement of the 
facts by a dispassionate socialist, Mr. 


KE. F. M. Durbin: 


In Russia men and women are made to 
stand packed together in specially heated 
rooms, with lice crawling over them, for 
days at a time until they die, or go mad, 
or confess to anything with which they are 
charged. Or they are kept for weeks in 
tiny cells with blinding lights, suffering 
from incessant noise until their will is 
broken and their personality destroyed. In 
Germany men are beaten with thin steel 
rods until they die. They are kicked to 
death without any charge being preferred 
against them. 

It is calculated that in Russia nearly 
4,000,000 wretched “kulaks” were driven out 
of their homes and occupations to die of 
starvation or to work in prison camps. The 
estimate of the numbers in concentration 
camps, forced labour camps, and the hid- 
eous works projects of GPU vary from 
1,500,000 to 2,000,000 The conditions in 
these camps are indescribable and the mor- 
tality shamefully high. In Germany there 
are fewer persons persecuted in proportion 
to the population, but nevertheless between 
30,000 and 70,000 in concentration camps, 
and the community of Jews, numbering 
half-a-million, is slowly being squeezed to 
death. Such large-scale brutality has rarely 
been witnessed, I ar. thankful to say, iD 
the previous history sf the world. 

(“The Politica of Democratic 
Socialism,” p.25). 


I abominate both; but I also abom- 
inate the concealment and condoning 
of the Russian brutality in the inter- | 
ests of war propaganda: above al) 


(Continued on page 2) 
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The President’s 
Worry 


eo teEs significantly the British 
press was very reticent about the 
most striking part of President Roose- 
velt’s speech on Oct. 28: the strangely 
sensational and inherently incredible 
story of Hitler’s intention “to abolish 
all existing — religions—Protestant, 
Catholic, Hindu, Buddhist and Jew- 
ish alike,” and to substitute for it “an 
international Nazi Church.” 

Jn place of the Bible the words of Mein 

Kumpf will be imposed and enforced as Holy 

Writ. And in place of the Cross of Christ 

will be put two symbols—the Swastika and 

the naked sword. 

President Roosevelt, we are sure, 
does not himself believe that stuff. 
It touches a new depth in the scurril- 
ity of propaganda—a depth t which 
it is pitiful to see the President of 
the great American republic descend. 
It goes far beyond, though it is not 
unconnected with, his recent unhappy 
effort to maintain that freedom of re- 
ligion exists in Russia. 


That salvo was followed by an un- 
comfortable recoil. The heads of the 
Churches in America pointel out that 
it was just untrue. Now the Presi- 
dent tries a different gun. The 
Russians may after all have inter- 
fered with religious freedom in 
Russia; but the Nazis aim to abolish 
all religion everywhere for ever. 


What is the purpose of this prae- 
fernaturally crude propaganda? Who 
is the President aiming at? The 
answer, we ‘think, is to be found in a 
very candid interview given to the 
Methodist Recorder (Oct. 16) by Dr. 
“ort Newton, the famous American 
minister who was for four years at 
the City Temple. Here are his actual 
words: 


I repeat, the Free Churches in America 
are a big Church; and, amazing as it is to 
have to say it, that is our chief problem and 
the President’s chicf worry—because pacifism 
is widespread among them. I do not know 
whether it will surprise you or not, but 
the pacifism of our Methodist Church is the 
greatest danger to our coming into the war, 
and even throwing our full weight on the 
side of Britain. Most Methodist ministers 
ire pacifists; as indeed, are most Free 
Church ministers; and even that deservedly 
popular preacher and theologian, Dr. 
Fosdick. 

I must repeat, because it must be taken 
into most serious account, however incon- 
ceivable it may appear to you, this pacifism 
of your Methodist preachers—nearly all 
Methodiat preachers in New York are paci- 
fists—makes’ President Roosevelt’s task ex- 
tremely difficult. 


To this stubborn and widespread | 


religious opposition to war the Presi- 
dent in plainly addressing himself. 
But it is in the main an intelligent op- 
position: equally an opposition to war 
and to the degrading extravagances 
of war-propaganda. How, one asks, 
ean the President hope to convince 
it by so incredible a story? 


By general consent he is the most 
astute politician in the USA. He 
knows his public better than we do. 
Yet we cannot but think that, in this 
matter, he has gravely underestimated 
the intelligence of free churchmen in 
America. He has tried to fool them. 
It is a poor occupation at best for a 
statesman, even when it is successful. 
When it is not successful, the reaction 
is formidable. We think that the 
President will soon regret his out- 


’ bidding of Dr. Goebbels. 


Sir Irving Albery MP, in a letter in The 
Times, Nov 5, has pointed out that though 
the advisory committee, to which detainees 
under “18B" can appeal, is appointed by the 
Home Secretary himself and includes a dis- 
tinguished lawyer as chairman, “in over & 
hundred cases.the decision of the Home Secre- 
tary as regards release or continued detention 
has been contrary to the advice of the advisory 
committee.” 


The Race to the Caucasus 


when it was the Russians who began 
this sinister revival of ruthless terror- 
ism. If the brutality of the Nazis be 
Beelzebub, then it is by Beelzebub that 
we are trying to cast it out, no matter 
what the Archbishop of Canterbury 
may say. 


Race of Supplies 


JF one could only be detached enough 

from the horror of this war 
fully to savour the masterpieces of 
understatement achieved by our press! 
For example: “The extent of German 
progress into the Crimea is not yet 
reflected by Russian information.” 
(Times, Oct. 30). Ienvy that. How- 
ever, having missed my chance of im- 
mortality, I simply record that in de- 
fault of Russian reflection the British 


press takes the German announce- 
ment of the capture of Simferopol! for 
a fact, and that the German advance 
in the Crimea greatly facilitates their 
operations against Rostov and the 
Caucasus, by way of Kerch. 


More than ever the struggle is de- 
veloping into one of speed in rush- 
ing up supplies. Great things are 
being spoken of the achievements of 
the Russians in shifting their war- 
industries as going concerns to the 
East: it is more easily said than done. 
The Times (Oct. 30) contains an il- 
luminating article on the tremendous 
practical difficulties of organizing 
transport through Iran: and, it in- 
sists, at present there are only plans 
for organizing it. “Engineers on the 
spot are still having to make bricks 
without straw, until the essential mat- 
erial and personnel arrive from 
India.” 


| Isolating Russia 


CCORDINGLY, we are being prepared 

for the consequences of a German conquest 
of the Crimea. The Turks, says The Times 
(Oct. 28), anticipate that the Russian Black 
Sea fleet will be deprived both of its main 
base, Sebastopol, and the best second-string. 
Novorossisk. Batum is impracticable. All 
that will remain to the Russian fleet is the 
choice between scuttling itself, or seeking in- 
ternment in Turkish ports. Passing through 
the Dardanelles is out of the question. With 
control of the Black Sea Germany's oil- 
supplies are assured. But, concludes The 
Times, ‘“‘so long as the Crimea is in Russian 
hands there is no reason to take a gloomy 
view of the naval position in the Black Sea.”’ 
An odd conclusion, seeing that the hypothesis 
of the article was that the Crimea would 
shortly be in Russian hands no longer. 


Here again, were detachment possible, is a 
feast for the connoisseur of military opera- 
tions on the grand scale. The German plan of 
cutting the Caucasus clean off from Russia is 
tremendous. Only the Russians themselves 
can defeat it. No supplies, no troops (if there 
were any to spare) can conceivably get to 
them in time to affect this issue. The present 
transport facilities in Iran make that im- 
possible. But if we have time to dig our- 
selves in in Iran, now blest with the facility 
of constitutional democracy, we shall not have 
done so badly in the way of plum-pulling: 
and we might even be in a position to con- 
sider the Turkish offer of mediation. 


Promises to Peasants 


EANWHILE I note that the Germans are 

. brenking up the collective farms of the 
Ukraine, and giving individual holdings back 
to the peasants to whom thcy promise that 
their holdings shall be doubled if they achieve 
a good harvest. Again, we should not delude 
aurselves: this promise will probably be as 
popular with the peasants as was the original 
promise of the land to them whereby the Bol- 
achieved power—the promise they 
broke With such unforgettable brutality. It is 
very possible that, because of this, Soviet 
Ruasia has lost the Ukraine for generations. 
And our liberal Left-wing enthusiasts for the 


sheviks. 


BY a majority of 4 to 1 the House 

of Lords has decided that the 
crucial words in Defence Regulation 
18B: “If the Secretary of State has 


reasonable cause to believe... 
merely mean “If the Secretary of 
| State believes he has reasonable cause 
to believe’: in other words, that he 
cannot be compelled to show that rea- 
sonable cause exists to the satisfaction 
lof a Court of Law. 

In a memorable dissenting judg- 
ment Lord Atkin declared: 


Reasonable cause for an action or a belief 
was just as much a positive fact capable 
of determination by a third party as was 
a broken ankle or a legal right. That mean- 
ing of the words had been aceepted in in- 
numerable legal decisions for many gen- 
erations... 

He viewed with apprehension the attitude 
of Judges who on a mere question of con- 
struction, when face to face with claims in- 
volving the liberty of the subject, showed 
themselves more executive-minded than the 
executive. Their function was to give words 
their natural meaning, although not perhaps 
in war-time leaning toward ‘iberty. 

In this country amid the ectash of arms 
the laws were not silent. They might be 
changed, but they spoke the same language 


for us to wonder at it. 


A PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


(Continued from page one) 


outrage of forcible collectivization will be left 
wondering at the nemesis. What do they 
know, or care, about a peasant? What did 
they cure about the “liquidation” of four mil- 
Non of them? Yet I believe it was the great- 
est siugle crime in the European history of 
the last hundred years. 


Peasant E urope 


CORRESPONDENT of the Christian 
News-Letter (Oct. 22) has some wise 
words on this very subject. 


You say that the fact that Christian opin- 
ion in Switzerland is tending to become 
pro-Nazi and anti-Russian necds to be un- 
derstood: and you imply that the explanation 
is that the tyranny and persecution in Russia 
have been even greater than in Germany. 
But I can’t help thinking that part of the 
explanation is that Switzerland (like so 
much of Lurope) is largely a peasant coun- 
try, and that the peasantry of Europe, very 
naturally, has become definitely anti- 
Russian since the violent and brutal collec- 
tivization of agriculture. My local news- 
paper reports (on whut authority I know 
not) that the Bulgarian peasants in spite of 
their traditional Slav sympathies “have be 
come anti-Russian since the liquidation of 

. the Kulaks.”". I think this a very ‘important 
clue to the European situation, 


It is an astonishing result of our one- 
sided industrial development that we Eng- 
lish have no notion of the significance of 
the fact that Europe is predominantly 
agricultural and that five-sixths of the agri- 
eulture of Europe is peasant-agriculture. 
Unless we try to realize this, we move in 
un unreal world: for I believe that the 
Burovean peasant quite definitely prefers 
Nazism to Communism. (I know this to be 
true of the Baltic States). And it is pre 
cisely the European peasant who would be 
left clean out of the reckoning in any 
Anglo-Russian settlement. Both, in their 
different ways, have had no mercy on the 
peasant; who (I should say) was still the 
most religious person in the modern world. 


Cabinet Re-Shuffle ? 


ISCONTENT with Mr. Churchill's Govern 
ment, rather than with Mr. Churchill 
himself, appears to be increasing. Whether 
the discontent is reasonable or not,’I hesitate 
to say; but mostly it appears to be discontent 
with somebody for not having won the war, 
and in particular for not having saved Russia. 
It rationalizes itself as a desire for 100 per 
cent. organization for war: but the Left- 
wingers who clamour for this don’t suggest 
that the Trade Unions should surrender any- 
thing, and the Right-wingers don’t suggest 
that the employers should. So we may conclude 
that at the most there will be a_ reshuffle. 
What Lord Beaverbrook’s asthma has to do 
with it, I don’t clearly see: but I suspect a 
connection. 

Anyhow, Mr. Cummings, in the News 
Chronicle (Oct. 31), has been to see Lord B. 
and the gist of his subsequent article is: The 
public is alarmed. Lord B. “has established 
himself in the eyes of the nation as the live 
man in the War Cabinet” (not the second 
livest). His asthma is very troublesome, but 
he wouldn't allow anything ‘“‘to interfere just 
now with his devotion to the Prime Minister's 
Russian plans” (note the limitation). It con- 
cludes with a hint of a major change “directly 
concerning the War Office.” Can the first 
announcement of Lord B's illness have been 
a discreet piece of kite-fiying? 


Winning and Planning 


SIGNIFICANT passage of arms occurred 

at the conference of the ILO in New 
York (Oct. 31). M. Spaak, Belgian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Labour, urged im- 
mediate action in drawing up plans for a Just 
peace. 

We have no time to Jose. It is not enough 
to talk or proclaim our ideals. We must 
act. I hope that before the end of next 
week we shall have acted. 


This evidently did not please Mr. Gibson, 
vice-President of the TUC, who said: 
Before we have decided how we are going 
to live, we must first make sure we are 
going to live. You can collaborate as much 
as you damn well please when it’s over; but 
if we have not won it will not count for 
anything. 

The stupidity of this separation between win- 
ning the war and planning a just peace has 
too often had the endorsement of Mr. Churchill 
But the desperate 


“AN UNCHECKED EXECUTIVE” 


in war as in peace. It had always been one 
of the pillars of freedom, one of the prin- 
ciples of liberty for which on recent au- 
thority this country was now fighting, that 
the Judges were no respecters of wersons and 
stood between the subject and any attempted 
encroachments on his liberty by the Execu- 
tive, alert to see that any coere’ve action 
was justified in law. In this case he had 
listened to arguments which might have 
been addressed acceptably to the Court of 

King’s Bench in the time of Charles I. 

He protested, even if he did it alone, 
against a strained construc‘ion being put 
on words with the effect of giving an un- 
controlled power of imprisonment to _ the 
Minister. The words had only one meaning; 
they were used with that meaning in state- 
ments of the common law and in statutes. 
They had never been used in the sense now 
imputed to them. 

The comment of The Times is 
astonishing: “By all the standards 
of centuries past subjection to an un- 
checked executive is normally intoler- 
able. The nation is determined not 
to tolerate it, but to break free from 
the shackles and overthrow the tyrant 
who imposed them. His name how- 
ever is not Herbert Morrison, but 
Adolf Hitler.” 


emphasis with which the stupidity was re 
pudiated by Belgium is noteworthy. The 
definite and detailed promise of some other 
“new order” than Hitler’s for the European 
peoples is a plain necessity in any strategy of 
“winning the war,” or indeed of not losing 


ite 
‘‘ Mass-Observer’’ 


IR Samuel Hoare, speaking at Reading 
University on hiy experience at his 
“observation-post” in Spain said that whereas 
a year ago everyone on the continent believed 
that Britain must be beaten by Germany, to- 
day the universal bélief is in a stalemate. 


If we are to convince Europe that not 
only can we not be beaten but that we can 
actually win, we must show by outward and 
visible acts that we are more than a match 
for Germany, not only on the sea and in 
the air but on the land as well. It is not 
for me to say when and how we can achieve 
this object.... But whether it be soon or 
late outward and visible sign there must 
be that we can defeat Hitler's war-machine 
before we can expect this paralysing fear to 
pacs from Europe and a will to resist to 
take the place of a sullen resentment against 
irresistible dictation. 

The order of priorities is noteworthy... . 
Whereas the more optimistic interpreters of 
the situation believe that. the will to resist 
in Europe will make an invasion of the con- 
tinent possible, Sir Samuel believes a military 
defeat of Germany in Europe is necessary to 
create the will to resist. 


Socialist Prophecy 


HOSE who know and admire the Jepth and 
courage of Henri de Man’s socialist 
thinking will have been unmoved by the de- 
nuneiation of him as a “traitor” because he 
counsels the Belgian workers to collaborate 
with the Nazis. Devere Allen, in the No- 
frontier News Service, records an interesting 
conversation with him in the spring of 1940 
when he was still Belgian Finance Minister. 
The Nazi revolt against democracy (he 
said) wauld not be stopped in its tracks. 
Democracy was too tied to outworn capital- 
ist ideas to survive as it was. Nazism’s 
triumnh would be brilliant in a superficial 
way, but would be short-lived beeruse Fas- 
ism has no true philosophy or economic 
system. Even if the Nazis swept everything 
for a time before them, they would break 
up after victory. Then at last with eapital- 
ism crumbling and fascism falling to ruins 
a world of true co-operation could be built. 


“At the time.” adds Devere Allen. “TI. felt 
that he was anything but anti-democratic in 
principle. but was primarily indulving in what 
he felt was nrophecy.” TI believe that de Man’s 
prophecy will prave to be substantially correct. 


°99 
‘sPro-Nazi 
SIDELIGHT on the recent “revolution” 
in Panama. Dr. Arnulfo Arias, the 


President, who refused to allow shins sailing 
under the flag of Panama to be armed—an 
obvious necessity if Panama was to retain 
her status as a nentral—was denounced as a 
pro-Nazi, and deposed with the aid of US 
troons. Yet what was the last legislative act 
of the “nro-Nazi’ President? To enfranchise 
the women of Panama, giving them the vote 
and the right to be elected to office. 


“ABOLISH NIGHT . 
BOMBING ! ” 


Petition to Premier 


A PROPOSAL that steps should be 
“* taken to end night bombing, by 
agreement if possible, is made in a 
petition to the Prime Minister. The 
first signatures, including those of 
well-known men and women, were 
forwarded to Mr. Churchill on Oct. 
31. The text of the petition is: 
Recognising that all bombing from the 
air increasingly involves suffering to the 
civil population, we believe there is a wide 
spread desire that night bombing, as the 
most indiscriminate form of such attack, 
should be abolished. The — undersigned, 
therefore, urge H.M. Government to seek a 
convention for the mutual abolition of night 
bombing. Alternatively, they urge the Gov- 
ernment to announce that as from a stated 
date they will discontinue night bombing, 
reserving the right to reconsider their de- 
wision if the German Government thereafter 
continue the practice. 


Among the signatories initiating the 

petition are the following: 

‘The Bishop of Chichester, the Bishop of 
Birmingham, the Bishop of Bath and Wella, 
the Rev. James Barr, M.P., Dr. A. D. Bel- 
den, Miss Vera Brittain, Dr. J. C. Cadoux, 
the Rev. Henry Carter, Professor G. E. G. 


Catlin, Roger Clark, Clifford Curzon, 
F.R.A.M., G.M. LI. Davies, Rhys_ Davies. 
M.P., Miss A. Ruth Fry, Lady D. Gibb, 


Laurence Housman Professor C.E.M. Joad, 
Stuart Morris, J. Middleton Murry, Sir Hugh 
S. Roberton, Alfred Salter, M.P., Dr. W. 
B. Selbie, R. W. Sorensen, M.P.. R. R 
Stokes, M.P., Dame Sybil Thorndike, Cecil 
Wilson, M.P., Lord Faringdon, Lord Pon- 
sonby, and Dr. Alex Waod. 


The petition is now open for public 
signature, and copies of the forms 
may be obtained from the Committee 
for the Abolition of Night Bombing, 
49 Parliament Hill, London, N.W.38. 


The name of the President of the Baptist 
World Alliance was inadvertently given in 
last week’s Peace News as Mr. Rushworth. It 
should, of course, have been Mr. Rushbrooke. 
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THE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 

PPU HEADQUARTERS, 

Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St,, W.C.1. 


Old Wine & New 
Bottles 


(Western Area) 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


qt is always painful to decide that 
an organisation has come to the 
end of its useful life and must be 
merged into, or superseded by, 
another. Especially was this difficult 
in the ease of the Wessex Pacifist 
Council, whose life has been that of a 
pioneer spent in yeoman peace 
service. ; 

At the Friends’ Meeting House in 
Bristol last Saturday were gathered 
nearly 90 delegates of PPU and FoR 
Groups from all parts of Wessex and 
the counties adjoining. The agenda 
was very full and had to cover two 
distinct operations—a funeral and a 
birth. 

Laurence Housman was in the 
presidential chair and made the 
funeral oration. He showed how 
natural jt was that the old order 
should give place to the new, and that 
there need be no regrets if the new 
body could be filled with the spirit of 
the old and carry on more ably the 
work of the earlier pioneers. Actually, 
the heart of the old council is being 
preserved in the work of maintaining 
and advising COs in the area—a very 
wide area which will tax its powers to 
the limit.” 


THE “NEW ORDER” 


Will Parkin was in the chair, and 
had prepared the ground so well that 
the funeral arrangements were com- 
pleted to schedule. It was a masterly 
performance on his part, and showed 
tact and skill of the highest order, 
as well as an intimate grasp of the 
whole position. 

At 4.17 Stuart Morris rose to pro- 
claim the NEW DEVELOPMENT, 
and in a very eloquent and inspiring 
speech traced the course of the PPU 
from its inception to the present time. 
He gave us the blue-print of a new 
world order, and left to go to Bourne- 
mouth for other meetings, leaving us 
to get down to the job of making the 
bricks out of the straw and clay of 
human material, the only material of 
nice any new world order can be 
made. 


The best we could do in the time 
was to make a good beginning on the 
foundations. Will Parkin agreed to 
act as convener of the ad hoc council 
we elected, and when this meets on 
November 29 it will be charged with 
the following tasks: 

1. To initiate the Nottingham Scheme in all 

Groups in the Area, 


2. To consider the possib' ity of immediately 
appointing a paid organizer. 

3. To revitalize quiescent groups and centact 
all existing ones. 


4. To get into touch with the new Area Com- 
m'ttees set up on ita boundaries and to mould 
the whole into a constructive unit. 


REPORTING PROGRESS 


Readers of this column will re- 
member that on September 13 I told 
how the East Midland Area Com- 
mittee had proposed to elect an 
Organizing Secretary paid by the 
groups within the Area. This has 
now been confirmed, and on Novem- 
ber 1 Janet Stedman was appointed to 
this office. I feel that this initiative 
on the part of the EMA is a challenge 
to all other Areas, and it means that 
what can be done in one place can be 
done anywhere. 


FOUNDATIONS 
OF PEACE Special articles by a 


Philosopher, a Hindu and a_ Buddhist. 
Also Reginald Sorensen, M.P. on “Sanity 
in Politics” and many other features. 


NEW VISION 


Send 6d. for copy ta: 22 Seafield Rd., N.11. 
or order at W. H. Smith's etc. 


PEACE NEWS | 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Pacifists and a 
Peace Offer 


N the article in Peace News of 

Aug. 22, Mary Gamble maintained 

that pacifists would be obliged to 
accept any peace terms, and in effect 
challenged any pacifist to complete 
the sentence: “These terms are not 
just, they are not honourable; the 
acceptance of them will mean Britain 
cannot redeem her pledges to her 
allies; therefore ....” We accept 
that challenge and complete the sen- 
tence in a slightly modified form in 
the following way: 


These terms are unacceptable. Not only do 
they involve the consolidation of all that is 
evil in the present system, including an edu- 
cational system designed to secure the per- 
petuation of these evils; but, further, they 
require that we shall co-operate fully both in 
spirit and in deed with this programme and 
that we shall in no way endeavour either 
directly or indirectly to modify this 
programme. 


In these circumstances we fee] obliged to 


; reject this ‘“‘peace offer’ in the same way as 


Socrates rejected the terms of the Elders of 
Athens, Bunyan the terms of the Bedford 
justices; in the same way as Gandhi has often 
rejected the terms of the British Government, 
and as many pacifists are today rejecting the 
terms of the Government in respect of the 
various conscription measures. 


We refuse to abandon our efforts to set up 
a better world and re-affirm our determination 
to do all within our power to further these 
efforts and to gain the co-operation of others 
to this end, not by recourse to violence but by 
refusing to co-operate with those institutions 
which we consider to be fundamentally wrong 
(as pacifists are refusing to co-operate with 
the army) and by adopting other appropriate 
non-violent mcthods on the lines indicated in 
Krishnalal Shridharani’s book War Without 


Violence. 


We believe that in this way we should be 
able to appeal to the people of all European 
countries, including Germany, and we look 
forward to the time when the peoples of Europe 
will say “No more fighting!" without the per- 
mission of Churchill or Hitler. 

Signed by 27 members of the 


PPU and 6 non-members 
St. Albans. 


Strength of Truth 


PACIFISM and Christianity were 

not strong enough to prevent 
Britain’s entry into the war—or the 
progressive adoption of a_ totali- 
tarian economy—but their influence 
since 1918 has, so far, prevented the 
acceptance of a totalitarian faith— 
that essential factor if Britain’s 
capacity for war is to become a 
capacity for successful war. 

The nation, unless it wishes to be 
defeated, must find, in addition to 
arms, a religious fervour for the war 
through worship of a leader, belief in 
a programme, and a contagious, self- 
renouncing devotion. There must be 
here a_ semi-religious “ nationalist 
revival ’—as in Germany. 

This has not come so far because 
pacifist Christianity — though not 
successful in convincing—has caused 
a fatal hesitancy among non-pacifists, 
ete.—a sincere moral dislike of war, 
and a refusal to prosecute total war 
with ruthless zeal. This widespread 
non-pacifist spirit effectively supports 
a policy of war, but equally effectively 
frustrates a policy of successful war. 

If the nation does not eliminate 
Christianity (both pacifist and non- 
pacifist), and find instead a narrow, 
unquestioning, ruthless zeal—of the 
religious Nazi type—it must expect 
defeat by a dynamically superior 
foe—apart from any consideration of 
armed strength. 

Will the nation, then, attempt to 
eliminate, or prune, Christianity? If 
it does, pacifism will become the core 
of Christian opposition; if the nation 
does not make that attempt, and 
there is a military defeat, — still 
pacifism will become central in the 
Christian front. 

Fellow-pacifists—keep the faith; 
cherish the truth; they have influenced 
the past more than we thought; they 
are destined to be the strength of the 


future. 
(Pastor) J. RIGBY 
Salisbury Road, Blandford. 


Christian Pacifist Forestry & Land Units 


IS letter is an invitation to conscientious 
T objectors whose basis of ebjection to 
military service and training tg religious, and 
who desire to undertake some form of land 
work, to communicate with the Christian Paci- 
fist Forestry and Land Units. The Units or- 
ganization is well placed to help thern at the 
present time, as we have vacancies In various 
parts of the country for more than 100 suitable 
men. i 

Over 600 Christian COs are now at wor 
under the auspices of the Christian Pacifist 
Forestry and Land Units, either in groups 
(“Units”) or in individual appointments. ‘The 
work is normally under public authorities— 
the Forestry Commission, County Agricultural 
Committees, or land drainage authorities. A 
certain number of our men are employed by 
individual farmers. 

Men who enter Units accept the three-fold 
obligation: (1) to give the best possible oe 
vice’ in daily work, each man regarding this 
werk as part of his effort in_ constructive ser- 
vice to the larger community 1n which we ee 
(2) to develop Christian fellowship within an 

ma the Unit: and (2) to think and plan 


beyond the U 


“ TOWARDS A 
NEW WORLD” 


Series of 
Public Lunch Hour Addresses_ 
Arranged by the Friends Peace Committee 
at FRIENDS HOUSE, 
EUSTON ROAD, N.W.1. 
on Tuesdays 1.20-2.0 p.m., 
commencing 11th NOVEMBER 
Speakers will include: Gerald Bailey, Dr. 
P. Gooch, Percy W. Bartlett, Canon 
Raven, D.D., Maurice Rowntree. 
Detailed programme on application to 
FRIENDS HOUSE 


; iE a 


WAR—WHAT THEN 
The Task Before Us 
PUBLIC MEETING 
| | JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 
VERA BRITTAIN 
| | REGINALD SORENSEN 
Ww. J. S. N. GRINDLAY 
| | DR. ALEX WOOD (chair) 
at FRIENDS HOUSE 
3 p.m. on Saturday, November 22nd. 
Admiasion Free. London P.P.U. 


“Toward a Christian Britain—and World.” 
This programme carries us beyond the limits 
of conventional or denominationa) religion in 
an endeavour to translate the teaching of the 
Christian Gospel in terms of daily life and 
social construction. Any man who seriously 
thinks in this direction is welcome in our 
movement. 


The Christian Pacifist Forestry and Land 
Units Executive is now authorized by the Min- 
istry of Labour and National Service to place 
men in land work under any of the public 
authorities named above, or with employers 
approved by County Agricultural Committees. 
Where a man has qualified in this way, he 
can obtain through “Units” o free travelling 
warrant to the place of employment, and usu- 
ally a hilleting allowance for wife or other 
near relative who is dependent upon him. 


Correspondence should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Christian Pacifist Forestry and 
Land Units, Room 16, First Floor, Kingsway 
Hall, London, W.C.2. 


(Rev.) HENRY CARTER 
Chairman 


FOR HIGH LEVEL HEALTH COME TO 


‘SY 


Under the Personal Supervision of Mr. and 
Mrs. James C, Themson. 


Authors of: An Introduction to Nature Cure: 
Healthy Childhood: The Heart: Blood Pressure: 
A New Approach to Cancer: Appendicitis: ete. 


Particulara of Treatment and Training from 


The Secretary, The Kingston Clinic Edinburgh 9 
Pl atl ela a A SS Sen SO 


PEACE THROUCH THE ARTS 


All who are interested in this object are 
invited to write for information (enclosing 
2id. stamp) to the 


YOUTH SERVICE LEAGUE, 
22, Seafield Road, N.11. 
Meetings every Wednesday at PSB Offices, 
8, Endsletgh Gardens. 7 p.m. * All welcome. 


Political Anarchy 


+ THE Foundations of Peace,” in a 

recent issue of Peace News, 
was salutary to pacifists, but with its 
tenour and general conclusions few 
will disagree. The article was 
realistically sombre—and it is always 
good to dispel illusions. 


Are there not, however, further 
Hlusions abroad which need the same 
rough handling as Mr. Murry gave to 
present-day dreams of a good peace? 
Do not socialists, for example, need 
to be told that socialism is as much a 
dream as is a just peace, unless the 
condition—“ that there should be a 
genuine world-society "—is met? 


For how can anything be genuinely 
socialistic which is not universal? 
Nothing that we might have done 
before the war with regard to unem- 
ployment, for example, could have 
been any more fundamentally effective 
than were efforts to stave off war 
itself. Britain is a State within the 
over-order of Capitalism. And in 
that situation Britain is as impotent 
to act socialistically under any kind 
of government as is our local town 
council ,where 29 out of 32 members 
are socialists. At the present stage 
of economic evolution, capitalism can 
only relieve unemployment by war 
and preparation for war. Thus did 
Germany; thus Russia (because she 
was a State within the over-order and 
could practise no more than State- 
socialism; thus Britain; and thus— 
now in process—America. 


Anarchy among the nations, 
political anarchy, is the first obstacle 
that has to be cleared. Nor peace, nor 
socialism, is possible until that is 
done. Trueces between wars, yes; 
patchwork social -reform here and 
there in one country or another, yes; 
pus peace and a just economic system, 

0. 


For pacifists the all-engrossing 
task is to rid the world of war; for 
Socialists it is to rid the world of 
capitalism. And since nations, and 
not systems, are the protagonists in 
both war-time and “ peace-time ” 
alike, it would apnear that the 
primary and common task of pacifists 
and socialists is to rid the world of 


nations. 
1 3B. W. SIDWELL. 
114, Regent Street, Nelson. 


Seeds of Hate 


At last we are well down th 
slope; almost within sight (or sou tae 
smell?) of the bottom. We now have a new 
bd ea een eetions accerding to Mr. 

rehill, must henceforth be on i 
Purposes ot tL ce one of the major 

n the House of Commons on Thursday, t. 
238, Mr. Aneurin Bevan said that Hitler oi 
created the negative, passive attitude of a 
spectator in this country. If this is true— 
and there appears to be more than a grain of 
truth in it—do the Government believe that 
they can revive the people’s flagging spirits by 
providing them with a new focussing point for 
hate? 

Are the people, complacently regarding the 
Major tragedy being enacted on the, apt 
parently, remote front in Russia, to be stim- 
ulated into a frenzy of hatred by the tragic 
deaths in Nantes and Bordeaux? Have we 
so soon fargotten the tragedies of Amritsar 
and the cooper mines of Rhodesia? 

Whatevet the truth may be. we should spare 
no pains to see that thia seed of hatred, which 
can produce another “Versailles” fruit (given 
the opportunity) is as unnrolific as we can 
make it. The narticularly fine tree just com- 
ing alone, which, with great care and enthusi- 
astic attention. can produce at least “hread- 
fruit” for Belgium, is our real opnortunity. 


E. F. HARRISON 
16a, Lyndhurst Road, N.W.3. 


EDUCATION AND PEACE 


The organizers of the A. S. Neill meeting, 
held in the small Conway Hall on Saturday. on 
“Education and Peace.” apologize for having 
to turn more than 250 peanle away and an- 
snounce that the meeting will be repeated in 
a larger hall at an early date. Particulars 
can'be had from “New Vision,” 22 Seafield 
Road, N.11. 


_ STUDY '2" 


Co-operation in the Group: 
Introduction to Non-Violent 
Mass Action 
Study Outlines by Roy Walker 
Price 7d.: postage 1d. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. | 
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C.0. NEWS 
An Act of 184 
Applied 


WHEN Gordon Frederick 

’ Muirhead, of Ealing, ap- 
peared before Brentford magis- 
trates for refusing to submit to 
medical examination he was re- 
manded in custody for three 
weeks. 

This was done, according to a state- 
ment by his counsel when he applied, 
on October 29, to the King’s Bench 
Divisional Court for a rule to quash 
the order, before he had pleaded and 
before the facts were stated. He had 
since obtained bail from a judge in 
Chambers. 

For the magistrates it was pointed 
out that a summary jurisdiction Act 
passed in 1848 gave them power, in a 
summary case, to order even an in- 
definite remand. The Lord Chief 
Justice, however, declared that “it 
would be a form of oppression if 
adopted.” 

It had been alleged that the magis- 
trates had improperly exercised their 
power in order to inflict additional 
punishment.upon CO defendants. 

The application was granted and 
the magistrates were ordered to pay 
costs. 


COUNCILS AND CIVIL DEFENCE 


Some time ago, the Home Office issued a 
circular advising local authorities not to re- 
fuse COs for civil defence. Councila which 
have recently accepted the principle of the 
circular include Colchester, Watford, and Wood 
Green, while Brentford has rescinded its pre- 
vioug resolution to dismiss CQs and is not bar- 
ring them from civil defence. 

Leyton, Romsey, Greenwich, Surbiton, Hull, 
Harrow, Hampstead and West Ham Councils 
have decided to consider applications from 
COs according to the circumstances and their 
suitability. Particulars of each application 
for employment in Southend civil defence are 
to be submitted to the Emergency Committee 
for consideration. Two COs have been ac- 
cepted for the Bexley civil defence subject to 
their being satisfactory. 

C.0. REPLACES C.O. 


Because Mr. J. E. Mowat, a wages clerk, 
had been sent to prison for refusing ta be 
medically examined, Luton Town Council, on 
Oct. 28, dismissed him from their employment. 
The council then proceeded to fil] his place by 
promoting another’ conscientious objector, 
whose salary wag accordingly raised. 

Several of the councillors had wanted to 
give Mowat leave of absence, but that pro- 
posal was defeated. It was later explained 
by a councillor that it was felt that he had 
“transgreascd the laws,” but that the other 
CO had been exempted on condition he stayed 
in local government work. 

* Ed * 


The statement of Judge Davies, at the South- 
wark Tribunal, to the effect that tribunals 
were no longer able to exempt COs uncon- 
ditionally, in view of recent emergency legis- 
Jation, has been corrected by Sir Gilbert Jack- 
son, chairman of the London First Division 
of the Appellate Tribunal. 

* *" * 


Fines of £25, with 80s. costs each, with the 
alternative of three months’ imprisonment 
were imposed on Oct. 29 at Dorking, Surrey, 
on Arthur Oxford and Frederick Bradley 
Walsby, audit clerks employed by the Southern 
Railway, for refusing to do fire-watching at 
their office. They also refused to pay the fines. 


* * * 


Members of the Civil Service Pacifist Fellow- 
ship are asked to note that it has been 
decided to postpone the second Annual 
General Meeting of the CSPF until next March 
or April. Further details will be given in the 
next issue of the Bulletin. Members will be 
interested to know that David Brims, the 
former Secretary, who resigned from the Civil! 
Service last July, is now engaged on social 
relief work in the Bermondsey area. Any 
Civil Servant interested in the CSPF_ should 
write to the new secretary, Mr. S. G. Cornish, 
88 Rancliffe Road, East Ham, London, E.6. 


ARMISTICE DAY 


Although it has been officially announced 
that the two-minute silence and ceremony of 
Armistice Day will not be generally observed, 
there is to be a special service at St. Martin’s- 
in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London, on 
Tuesday (Nov. 11), beginning at 10.45 a.m. 
The silence will be followed by a simple com- 
munion service conducted by the vicar, the 
Rev. Erie Loveday. 


UNITARIAN AND FREE 
CHRISTIAN PEACE FELLOWSHIP 


@ ARMISTICETIDE 
DEVOTIONAL MEETING 


Saturday, Nov. 15th at 2.20 p.m. 
Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 


Chairman: George G. Armstrong, Esq. 
Devotiona led by Rev. Walter M. Long 
Speakers : 
MR. CARL HEATH 
PASTOR J. RIEGER, D.Ph. 
MISS D. WRIGLEY, B.A. 
MR. A. S. NOEL 


Admission Free Collection 


Germany and the New Europe 


Recent Pamphlets :_ Reviewed 


A New Order for Germany, by 
G. O. G. Luetkens, National Peace 
Council, 3d. (postage 1d.). 


C is refreshing to find German 
aggressiveness sensibly analysed 

and objectively discussed. Mr. 
Luetkens does this in his pamphlet, 
which is a corrective to much heated 
and unbalanced literature on the 
subject. 


Briefly, his argument is that the 
aggressive nature of the German 
State is due to its over-dependence 
upon the iron and steel and invest- 
ment-goods industries. When these 
industries cannot find markets for 
their products, social tension turns 
them toward producing their natural 
alternative, which is armaments. The 
author shows how this has happened 
in Germany on various occasions. As 
long as no unprofitable war results, 
an armaments policy is in line with 
the interests of the industrialists of 
the dominant heavy industries, whom 
Mr. Luetkens regards as the main 
source of strength of the anti-demo- 
cratic forces which control the 
German state. 


To attempt to achieve a solution by 
reducing the area of Germany is to 
invite another intensely nationalistic 
outburst. While to break up the 
economic unity of the nation means a 
lowering of the standard of living, 
not only of Germany, but of the major 
part of Europe. The real solution, 
therefore, must be one that leaves 
the basic economic unity of Germany 
intact, but which reduces the power 
of the groups controlling the heavy 
goods industries. 


Thus the cure falls into two parts. 
First to nationalize the iron and steel 
and other heavy industries, and then 
to adjust them to the markets avail- 
able for their products. In practice 
this means reducing them, and this 
can be carried out only if there is a 
deep social change throughout Ger- 
many. A large economic unit, such 
as the whole of Europe, is favoured 
as entailing the minimum of reduction 
and consequent dislocation. This is a 
somewhat emasculated summary of 
the case, but it will serve as a basis 
for comment. 


PARTIAL ACHIEVEMENT 


One or two points arise. To begin 
with, it is doubtful whether the 
industrial groups are quite as power- 
ful as this pamphlet assumes. For 
all practical purposes the German 
heavy industries are nationalized 
already, as any industrialist who 
attempts. to defy state policy soon 
discovers. Indeed, this nationaliza- 
tion has been achieved by the very 
methods which the author now deems 
to be necessary, ie. “ by means 
transcending the positive law, and not 
without what are conventionally 
called dictatorial methods.” 

The essential point is that the com- 
plete, or partial, achievement of Mr. 
Luetkens’s first demand has proved 
the rightness of his second, that a 
“deep social change” must be 
secured. After nationalization comes 
reduction, and the state which can 
do this—the man who can _ con- 
sciously “reduce” his income, his 
security, his job for the distant vision 
of the social whole—has achieved 
something indeed. But no such social 
mindedness has been achieved by any 
national community — German or 
British. The necessity remains, here 
as well as there. 

Nevertheless, some of the things 
which the pamphlet advocates are 


being realized. Larger economic 
units are being evolved, while the 
impulse towards democratization, 


which seems to be inherent in modern 
war, is cutting away the power from 
social groups. 

_There seems little hope of “a pre- 
vious understanding as to the relative 
influence of the various peoples or 
nations in the management of their 
common interests,” without which the 
author appears to believe that nothing 
can be achieved. A European unity 
has been achieved in armed defiance 
of mutual understanding, and the 
accomplishment supplies a broader 
base for the top-heavy structure of 
German _ industrialism. And this 
broader base provides both Germany 
and Europe with a breathing space 


in which to make the ultimately 
inescapable social revolution. On the 
economic level, as Mr. Luetkens 


points out, the problem of this unified 
Europe will revolve round the secur- 
ing of a fair relation between the 


prices of agricultural and industrial 
products. 


Mr. Luetkens’s pamphlet maintains 
the standard of National Peace 
Council publications, and its nine or 
ten pages deserve to be widely and 


carefully read. 
; H. P. FOWLER 


HE Duke of Bedford's pamphlet, “What a 
Game!” (8d. Strickland Presa, 104 
George Street, Glasgow, C.1.) has aroused de- 
risive or angry criticism in the press. In 
fact, it ig perhaps the most reasonable and 
reasoned analysis of the actual war-situation 
today to be obtained anywhere. We earnestly 
commend it to the careful study of our readers. 
The author, as he remindeg us last week, has 
so long been an advocate of unpopular causes 
(that is, causes that do not commend them- 
selves to the “‘popular” press) that he is im- 
munized from the insidious influence of propa- 
ganda. It is true. In his candid and per 
suasive pamphlet we have the workings of a 
detached and earnest mind, seeking the truth 
of things. 


What a Game! The game is not this war 
that is too tragic a happening—but the 
fearful perversion of the truth which is its de 
grading but inevitable accompaniment: the 
cloud of distortion and obscurity necessary to 
conceal three plain facts: (1) the completely 
selfish and unscrupulous character of the policy 
which for the last hundred yeare has been 
pursued by all the European States; (2) the 
fundamental decency of the majority of all 
plain people everywhere; (3) the desirability 
of our making a plain statement of the terms 
on which we should be prepared to conclude 
peace, now. 

“The view that a statement of peace-aims 
can only be made in the ‘most general’ terms 
is often the cause for a vagueness intended to 


hide a complete Iack of constructive ability 
and perhaps even a fear that, if the terms 
were reasonable, they might be accepted.” 


* * s 
In “The Present Crisis and the Spirit of 
Man” (National Peace Council, 8d.) Carl 
Heath seeks for the dynamic which can main- 
tain the human person against the omnipotent 
State, whose encroachments are inevitable 
unless there is a new spirit to resist them. 
For “society in these days is possessed of but 
a hazy notion of a governing spiritual com- 
munity: nothing binds it in this sense unless 
it be a nationalism linked chiefly with State 
power.” That is the crux—the creation of 
@ genuine religious community-spirit, instead 
of the spurious emotional unity of the maas- 
society, regimented by the State and intoxi- 
cated by propaganda. Here is our problem: 
the nature of which, even yet, we are slow 
to understand. 
* * * 


We recently heard a member of a tribunal 
tell an applicant for exemption that Jesus’s 
teaching had no relevance to a war against 
Hitlerism. The applicant replied that it was 
very relevant indeed: when Jesus preached the 
Gospel, Palestine had been occupied precisely 
as many European countries are now occupied, 
nationalist revolt was being fervently urged 
and ruthlessly suppressed; and it was in pre- 
cisely such a situation that Jesus bade his 
followers abandon the idea of armed uprising 
and taught them to “love their enemies.” 
That an applicant should know so much more 
of the historical background of the Christian 
Gospel than he did himself was obviously un- 
palatable to the tribunal member; und, alas, 
it went hard with the applicant. Nevertheless, 
we recommend, in the interests of truth though 
not of expediency, a study of Mr. Alan Knott’s 
admirable pamphlet, ‘‘The Times of Jesus 
Christ” (3d. FoR). It sets out with brevity 
and clarity the historical, social, and politica) 
situation in which Jesus appeared, and to 
which his teaching, his life, and death were 
the solution, of universal validity. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 
Box Number éd. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


___~ Latest time for copy: += vot 
Classified advertisements: MONDAY 


Displayed Advertisements: First post 
FRIDAY. (Maximum space _al- 
lowed—3 inches single-column, or 
equivalent.) 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or soid in 
N.W. London and Diatricta, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 8 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifista. 

FURNISHED Cottage, or board-residence; 
garage. Stamp particulars, Mrs. Whitaker, 
The Cot, Holwell, Sherborne, Dorset. 

HAPPY home offered child under school age. 
—Saleombe, Woodside Ave. Amersham, Bucks. 

2-YEAR-OLD (Mother teaching art) wants 
another with mother look after both. Com- 
fortable| Bucks cottage; daily help.—Box 977, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifta, cor- 
respondence lessons 6s. each (Also smal) 
classes 1s. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cveclea for tradesmen, carriace 
paid, al] camplete, thus ready to use, £7 188. 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

C.0. IN PRISON desires gift of books, tech- 
nical and otherwise, on Theatre.—Lessels, 128 
Princes Rd., Liverpool. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 
C.0., SINGLE, 32, secks work on market 


garden for small wage (some experience), or 
on friendly farm for keep only.—Box 982, 
Peace News, 3 Biackstock Rd., N.4. J 

MARKET gardening work required by paci- 
fist (25); good cottage essential; or would 
consider renting suitable premises; not South- 
ern counties.—Box 981 Peace News 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. K 

MYDDLE PARK Settlement needs pacifists 
with vocation for agriculture; over military 
age or unconditionally exempt; accommodation, 
maintenance, and pocket money provided.—J. 
C. Hamer, 51 Roft St., Oswestry. 

PACIFIST FARMER requires £200 loan; 
1-2 years; fair security. Terms tu Box 980 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE &e. 


QUAKERISM. _ Informatiou and literatura 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applies 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.’ 


MEETINGS, &c. 
ANARCHISM. Commencing Sunday, Nov. 
16, 2.80, Holborn Hall (Room No. 4); a series 
of public discussions conducted by Frederick 
Lohr. Al! weleome; admission free. 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND Peace Society. A 
Conference to discuss the Christian Pacifist 


message with regard to the Social Order will 
be held in the St. Jamea Place Halla, Edin- 
burgh, on November 14 and 16. Opening 
session, Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. and 
8 p.m. All interested invited. 


MEETINGS, &c. (Cont.) 


FOUR Monday Lunch-Hour Addresses 1.20- 
1.50, at Friends’ Meeting House, Bull St., Bir- 
mingham. Nov. 10, “Present Social Prob- 
lems”; Maurice L. Rowntree. Nov. 17, ‘‘Re- 
sponsibility for Law Breakers”; Margery Fry. 
Nov. 24, ‘“‘Peace Aims"; Gerald Bailey. Dec. 
1, ‘Poverty Progress, and Peace”; Katherine 
Bruce Glasier. 

WEEKEND SCHOOL, Friends’ Meeting 
House, South Terrace, Hastings, Nov. 8 and 9. 
Robert O. Mennel] on “The choice before us” 
(Christian Economies or Endless War). 8 p.m. 
each day. 


"SITUATIONS VACANT 


HELP in modern congenial home, near N.W 
London Group.—Box 976, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


JUNIOR RESIDENT STAFF, community 
young people London. Keen domestic work, 
full part in activities.—Box 972, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LADY domestic worker (with staff of same) 
in residence for evacuated workers.—Apply 
Warden, Digswell Park, Welwyn, Herts. 

REPERTORY Theatre, South of England, 
requires actors; will employ C.O.s. Send 
particulars, photo, ete. to Box 979 Peace News. 
& Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

REQUIRED URGENTLY. Sempstress, as- 
sistant cook, and domestic helper for Farm 
Training Colony, evacuee_ children, Lincoln- 


shire. Maintenance, small salary. Inter- 
national Commission, 10 Woburn Square, 
W.C.1. 


SECRETARIAL. Board-residence in North 
Wales offered in exchange for few hours 
writing (typing preferred) and reading aloud. 
Particulars to T.A.L. Wayside, Conway. 

VEGETARIAN Pacifist community want a 
fulltime domestic worker (male or female).— 
Inquiries to The Barn House, Brockweir, nr. 
Chepstow, Mon. 

WANTED, Clerk for general and statistical 
duties in stockbrokers’ office (Manchester). No 
previous stockbroking experience required.— 
Box 975, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED in small progressive school for 
children 3-12, one or two resident staff, possi- 
bly married couple, to help with teaching, 
housework, gardening. Piano an asset.—Lois 
Brown, Fairhaven, Goathland, York. 

WANTED Woman to live with mother and 
daughter (teacher) to do lighter part of house- 
‘work, including plain cooking; £1-25s. accord- 
ing to work undertaken.—Potts, 57 Godstone 
Rd., Purley, Surrey. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


FIRST CLASS Typewriting Duplicating. 
Mabel Eyles, 84 The Vale, N.14. Telephone 
Palmers Green 7386. 

HUMANITARIAN-SOCIAL work wanted by 
C.0. (age 32) experience children’s and other 
hostels, etc., capable cook.—Turner, 3 Telford 
Walk, Bristol, 5. 

WOMAN pacifist, Quaker, 35, wants work 
of a personal kind in Herts or Bucks. Fluent 
German, good French; experienced in organ- 
izing work and with refugees and children.— 
Winifred Rawlins, 41 Charles St., Berkham- 


sted, Herts. : : 
YOUNG MAN refused exemption wishes 


farm work, pacifist family or community; 
slight experience; any other work will be 
considered.—Box 978 Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TC STAY 


IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Farm 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles 
—Warden: Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 
ford, nr. Clitheroe. 

PEACE and comfort in _ central Lakeland 
during winter months. Vegetarian Guest 
House, Beck Allans, Grasmere. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4., by ‘“‘Peace Newa” Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co., (T.U.), London, N.16. 
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